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Join the adventure 
Thank you for your ongoing 

thoughts and prayers! 

Pray… 
• For a restful and rejuvenating 

Christmas time for us both. 

• For the engineering staff due 

to join the programme next 

year, that they would get the 

training & licenses they need. 

• For the MAF team, going 

through a big transition at 

the moment as some staff 

leave and new staff join. 

Praise…  
• For an incredibly peaceful 

election time, after months 

of mounting tension. 

• For a wonderful time with 

Dave’s parents as they visited 

us in Liberia in November. 

• For the work of MAF in 

Liberia and Guinea, flying 

doctors, missionaries, pastors 

& so much more. 

Stay in Touch 
hello@dbwaterman.com 

www.dbwaterman.com 

@davebeckymaf 

@davebeckymaf 

/davebeckymaf 

/AdventureWithDaveBecky 

A Clash of Worlds 
It’s been a busy few months. In the midst of travel across the world for Dave, visiting 

Uganda and Cambodia (plus a trip back to the UK for Becky), ongoing maintenance, 

Bible study and more, we found ourselves faced with a couple of big events. 

The first, a presidential election in Liberia. We were unsure what to expect, and 

rumours abounded before the two rounds of voting of potential violence and upset in 

the country, in an incredibly close finish. Thankfully, incumbent president, George 

Weah, published a letter conceding defeat after the second round of voting, which 

helped the tension within the country to evaporate overnight. 

The second event, which coincided with the 

election, was a two week visit from Dave’s 

parents. We were advised not to travel too 

much in the first week of their trip, so we set 

to work on some household projects, 

including building a beautiful kitchen island 

for our new house here in Liberia! We added 

storage shelves to our utility area too, and 

set up a sliding door for the office. It was a 

very productive (and sweaty!) few days. 

It wasn’t all hard work though. One of the great 

blessings of the compound we call home is the 

beach we have direct access to. We went for near 

daily swims in the ocean; now that it’s the dry 

season in Liberia the beach is clear of seaweed, 

and the waves are much calmer, making for many 

pleasurable moments splashing in the water. 

As election worries dissipated, we were able to do 

a bit more exploring, spending a night away at an 

ecolodge, complete with swimming pools and a 

lagoon. We also dressed up in our Sunday best to visit our church in Monrovia, with a 

stop for a delicious Sunday brunch on the way home. 

It can feel a bit strange having guests from 

the UK visit us here. It’s very much a clash of 

worlds; the culture and familiarity of the UK, 

meeting the sometimes strange reality of our 

life in Liberia. We were so thankful for the 

opportunity to show them around, and had 

such a lovely time together. Our fridge still 

contains some of the (rapidly diminishing) 

pile of chocolate they brought with them—a 

greatly appreciated gift. Nothing compared to 

the joy of seeing them though, and of sharing those precious moments together. 



 

 

After spending three weeks in Uganda in August and 

September of this year, I then got on a plane, not to return 

to Liberia, but instead to fly to Cambodia for the first ever 

Tech Ops meeting within MAF. The new Tech Ops team is 

designed to help bring the more technical side of MAF’s 

operations together, steering the vision for how we can 

best use our planes, and the equipment within them. It was 

wonderful getting to meet chief engineers and Tech Ops 

staff from all around the world in person. I left feeling 

inspired by the heart everyone has for the work of MAF. 

CAMBODIA CONNECTIONS 

Updates from the Last Few Months 

Since our last newsletter, my first ever Bible study book has 

been published and released! It’s been fantastic hearing 

some of the early reviews of people reading and enjoying it, 

and finding joy in delving into the Bible more deeply. We 

will be working through the book in the ladies Bible study 

group that I lead here in Liberia, starting in January. 

Gathering weekly with such a wonderful group of ladies is a 

huge blessing for me; they come from a range of different 

countries and cultures, and it gives us such a rich 

understanding of God’s Word as we chat together. 

BECKY’S BOOK LAUNCH 

The Changing Face of MAF Liberia 
Goodbyes are a very real part of life as missionaries. When thrust 

into a different culture and environment together, you learn to 

lean on your teammates; our MAF family, we often call them. 

We’ve been living in Africa for more than six years now, and yet it 

doesn’t get any easier, saying the farewells. 

The face of MAF Liberia will change dramatically in the coming 

months, with three families moving on to alternative destinations 

within MAF, or returning to their home countries. Three families 

is a big chunk of the team, when you realise there are only seven 

international families serving here. 

We will have new staff arriving next year to plug some of the gaps, two 

new pilots and hopefully two new engineers, if they can get the 

required paperwork they need to arrive with the correct licenses. 

We’re still in need of a new country director. It will take time to build 

those close friendships again, and we continue to pray we would have 

soft hearts, that allow us to make those connections, without thinking 

about the inevitability of goodbye. 

There are mountain and valley moments in every area of life, though 

they sometimes feel more pronounced in living cross-culturally. Despite 

it all though, we wouldn’t change it. Every painful goodbye reflects a 

precious friendship. Every bump in the road is an opportunity for God’s 

goodness to be revealed once again. And in it all, we still get to hear of those precious moments, when an MAF 

plane brings life saving aid, and the precious hope of Jesus, to those people who can’t be reached in any other way. 

Thank you so much for continuing to walk with us on this amazing adventure in Liberia and with MAF. We can’t do it without 

you, and we wish you a very Merry Christmas, and a 2024 that is blessed beyond measure! 

Can You Join the Adventure? 

As you’ll well know, everything is costing more 

money these days. Things like flights, medical 

insurance, housing and more are all paid for by 

our incredible supporters, and those costs are 

growing. Your prayers keep us going as much 

as financial support, but if you are able to make 

a monthly or one-off donation to keep us here, 

serving with MAF in Liberia, please head to our 

page on the MAF website: 

www.maf-uk.org/waterman 


